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| Walk With God 


fellow. By Helen Frazee-Bower 


Interdenominational \ 


scension, 

came I WALK with God. For years | walked without Him, 
up into Weekl Down paths of pleasure, ignorant of all 

ore Y His presence could afford. | did not doubt Him, 
ge But, lost within a labyrinth of small, 

ae Immediate desires, | put my treasure 

ome of f for In earthen vessels. Now | walk with Him: 

iy My soul is stretched beyond its meager measure, 
oa | touch the stars, | tread on Heaven’s rim. 


timony. Sunday School, 


of Is- 
| Peter 
or Him 
twenty 
’ Christ 


“« Church, 


st ser- 


| walk with God. These feet may never wander 
On earth again; but in this quiet place 
| walk with Him, and all the hither yonder 
Of eager steps is less than one dear Face. 
And less than dust are all the paths once trod, 
When, in the stillness here, | walk with God. 
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Letters‘ From Readers . 


Congratulations on the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times. There are few maga- 
zines in the religious field that have 


more courageously or consistently stood» 


for the evangelical Christian faith 
through the years than the Trumes. .We 
rejoice with you in your accomplish- 
ments and trust that the next hundred 
years will be better than the first— 
James DeForest Murch, managing edi- 
tor, Christianity Today. 





We ddd our words of congratulation 
to those of a multitude of friends who 
have been blessed through the min- 
istry of THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES. We 
thank God for its history of consistent 
testimony and usefulness and for its 
breadth of subject matter relative to 
spiritual things. We pray for you 
further success and usefulness right up 
to the end of the age and the return of 
our Lord.—Milton B. Lindberg, general 
director, American Messianic Fellow- 
ship. 


In the name of the Lord I want to 
extend my sincere congratulations on 
the anniversary of 100 years of the pub- 
lishing of THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES. 
It has been a great help in keeping me 
closer to the Lord and giving me much 
spiritual blessing. I pray that the Lord 
shall be with you and guide you in the 
coming years, and that your words shall 
come into many hearts. Thank God 
that there are Christians in the world 


who are abiding in Him faithfully and | 


bringing the Word of the Lord into 
many hearts. 

Please pray for me as I am still a 
babe in Christ and need Him more and 
more. -I am a Sailor in the United States 
Navy and I realize’ my need of the 
Saviour every day. Remember my 
shipmates in your prayers that the Lord 
will speak to their hearts. 

Thanking you in advance for the 
many blessings:I have received from 
the reading of this wonderful paper 
that sets forth the. Word of the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you and provide 
you all things that you may continue 
in His work.—Ralph L. Bowen, U. S. 
Navy. 





I would like to add my congratu- 
lations for the many years of Christian 
service given to your ‘readers. Your 
paper has been a guide and help to me 
for many years. One of my first recol- 
lections .was of my aunt who was a 
great Sunday school worker, and a sub- 
scriber to THE SuNDAY ScHooL TIMEs, 
which I enjoyed even then. As time 
went on and I became a worker in the 
church and teacher in the Sunday 
school I also used your paper ‘to help 
in the preparation of my lesson, and 
have used many ihcidents and illustra- 
tions which I have always found to be 
in accord with the Scripture. 

It has also been my great pleasure 
to have worked with one of your staff, 
Miss Matilda Liese, for whom I have 
great respect. She is a lovely Christian 
worker in her church. 

Congratulations to your good staff of 
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workers, and for your long years of 
service and help rendered. I hope and 
pray that it will continue for the next 
hundred years. 

“A Review of Our History, Policies, 
and Principles” was very interesting 
indeed.—Mary M. Ottey, Philadelphia. 





Congratulations to THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs on its 100th Anniversary. I have 
been a fairly steady reader for about 
fifty years, and a Club Secretary for at 
least twenty-five years. May the Times 
continue another 100 years, or until the 
Lord comes.—John Whittaker, Rich- 
mond, California. 
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Along the “Trail of ‘98” 
on the Fellowship Tour 


KAGWAY (from the Indian name 

Skagua meaning “North Wind”), 
over a ‘thousand miles northwest of 
Seattle and Vancouver, is the northern- 
most point that will be reached in the 
Inland Waters of Alaska on the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour this summer. This 
historically famous little town lies at 
the head of Lynn Canal, nestled snugly 
among snow-capped peaks, four to six 
thousand feet high. It was from this 
point that thousands of prospectors set 
out on foot over the White Pass to the 
headwaters of the Yukon. This is the 
Skagway which, in the spring of ’98, 
grew to a city of 15,000 people—people 
of all stations and nationalities—all 
drawn to the northland by the lure of 
the Klondike gold. 

At Skagway, now the southern ter- 
minus of the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway, the tour party will entrain 
for a magnificent scenic ride to Car- 
cross in Yukon Territory, Canada, sixty- 
seven miles farther north. This is the 
pioneer railroad of ’98, and it is no ex- 
aggeration to say that in very few other 
places is there a trip by rail more in- 
teresting or thrilling than that from 
Skagway over the White Pass, nor will 
there be found scenery more rugged or 
awe-inspiring. The famous “Trail of 
98” will be seen across a great ravine 
from the train. The train will stop at 
Inspiration: Point, 2,400 feet above sea 

(Continued on page 223) 


4 


4 . 
Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from page 232) 


deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before’ my Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 10:32, 33; Luke 12:8, 9). 
ye 
In 1 John 4:15 we find stated the 
positive side of this matter .of con- 
fession, “Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth 
in him and he in God.” In 2 John 7 we 
find the negative side, “For many: de- 
ceivers are entered into the world, who 
confess not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh.” j 
ye 
In view of these unequivocal state- 
ments from Scripture, can it be said, 
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then, that there are any “secret be- 
lievers,” who for one reason or another 
feel it unwise or unprofitable to confess 
faith in Christ before men? We hear it 
said, sometimes, of such persons that 
their changed lives witness to their 
faith in Christ, and that this is more 
important. However, when one con- 
siders the great “cloud of witnesses” 
with which we are compassed about 
(Heb. 12:1) and the “noble army of 
martyrs,” and “the goodly company of 
the apostles,” who “loved not their lives 
unto the death,” but suffered all sorts 
of torture and the loss of life rather 
than deny their Lord, it is hard to be- 
lieve that any who truly love the Lord 
Jesus will, for the sake of displeasure or 
opposition of family or friends, or for 
material advantages, refuse to confess 
Him. However, God alone knows ‘the 
hearts of men and He only can say 
whether or not any such are truly born 


again. Certainly it can be said of them. 


that they cannot be profitable or ap- 
proved servants of Christ. 
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Lesson for April 5 in this issue 





Lesson 1.—Samuel as Judge. 
1 Samuel 3:19-21; 7. 
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God Comfort You 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
2 Corinthians 1:4 


OD comfort you, that you may com- 
fort those 
Who know like sorrow, when your 
tears are dried. 
There is no heartbreak but the Saviour 
knows: 
He understands and cares. 
is tried 
Beyond its measure. As the falling rain 
Reclothes the barren bough, so may 
your grief 
Reach out beyond the sharp, thin edge 
of pain 
To find the bud, the blossom, and the 
leaf, ‘ 


No faith 


God comfort you, that all your years 
may bring 
Rich harvest to a sorrow-laden world. 
Within your heart, where now the 
bright tears cling, 
The seed of something wonderful lies 
curled: 
Compassion’s flower for the ones who 
may 


Walk, in the future, where you walk: 


today. . 


4 


- A Word for the Day 


New every morning are the Lord’s 
Mercies (Lam 3:23). ‘Many of these 
come directly to us through His Word, 
and we are made to realize the value 
of them all by this means. Therefore 
it is well for us to seek some very per- 





° 

7 
fe) “Hitherto 
Md heth the Lord 
helped us” 






morning that will be a help to us 


through the day. When manna was 
given'to the Israelites they were told 
to gather just enough every morning 
for five days of the week and on the 
sixth day to collect enough for two 
days, so that they would not have to 
work on the Sabbath. This is a good 
illustration of what every child of God 
should expect from the Bible, though 
the illustration falls down at two points: 
the Bible is always sweet and never 
turns sour as the manna did when it 
was left over for two workdays; and 
we ought to get nourishment from it 
seven days a week, and perhaps even 
more on the Lord’s Day. It requires 
thoughtful, prayerful reading to get 
something for the heart every day, and 
as we read it is good to remember that 
the Holy Spirit is right there, within 
us, to lead us into all truth and to teach 
us (John 14:26; 16:13). A good prayer 
in coming to the Word is, “Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). It 
is also important to give the mind 
wholly to the Word so that its truths 
may shine forth from the pages and 


illumine the thoughts. The _ richest 
truths cannot always be _ discerned 
4 


/ 


quickly, for they lie, as it were, below 
the surface. Trout fishermen know that 
if they want to see trout lying in a pool 
in a stream, they have to look very in- 
tently to separate them from the stones 
on the bottom. It would be well, too, 
if Christians practiced more than they 
do the habit of speaking to one another 
of the good things they have found in 
the Word in the morning. This is mu- 
tually encouraging and gives pleasant 
and profitable topics of conversation 
and may lead'to the discovery of more 
truth. This too is quite Scriptural. 
“Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another: and the Lord 
hearkened, and heard it,.and a book 
of remembrance was written before him 
for- them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name” (Mal. 3:16). 
In Moses’ great review of what God 
had done for Israel and what He 
wanted them to do, there were definite 
commands concerning the use of the 
Word: “Therefore shall ye lay up these 
my words in your heart and in your 
soul, and bind them for a sign upon 
your hand, that they may be as front- 
lets between your eyes. And ye shall 
teach them your children, speaking of 


. them when thou sittest in thine house, 


aad when thou walkest by the way, 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” ‘And this saturation of life 
with the Word would lead to “days of 
heaven upon the earth” (Deut. 11:18- 
21). There is no better way to have 
days of this kind than to begin every 
day with the Word, to think about it 
during the day, and to talk to one an- 
other about these “wonderful words of 
life.” 


ve 


The Offense of the Cross 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


ple who are seeking to serve and 

to follow Christ as they appre- 
hend His will, but who are perplexed 
by those unexpected things, the why 
and wherefore of ‘which they have 
never been able to discover. They love 
to estimate at their right value the 
holy memories of the past; but the 
present—oh, how dull it often is! Let 
me bring you that word that Christ 
said to one of His disciples who found 
himself in just such a case, “Blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended 
in me.” I would remind you that the 


Te are many of the Lord’s peo- 


things by which we are so commonly 
surrounded that, we almost treat them 
with indifference Sire the things that 


really yield the treasures of the King- 
dom of God. 

First of all, as to the content of that 
word offend. In the original language 
it is very like our common word scan- 
dalize. Our text might well read 
thus: “Blessed is he who shall not be 
caused to stumble in Me. Blessed is 
the man who can keep his feet in My 
ways. Blessed is the man who is not 
tripped up by obstacles that he meets 
in the pathway into which I have di- 
rected his feet.” This is a word that we 
meet with commonly in the New Tes- 
tament. Christ speaks about a man’s 


«right hand, or his right eye, being a 


cause of stumbling to hime He speaks 
of some men who are_ themselves 
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Comfort for Dark Days, 





“With good will doing service, 
as to the Lord, and not to men’ 
(Eph. 6:7). 




















causes of stumbling to His “little ones.” 
And in the day of His glory to which 
He looks forward, He tells us that He 
will come and root out of His Kingdom 
all that causes to offend. To think of 
being offended in Christ, in whom we 
have found life, and salvation, and 
guidance, and blessing! We are not 
surprised: that the world should find 
causes of offense in Christ. We are not 
surprised that the scribes and Phari- 
sees who listened to His words in the 
days of His flesh were offended in 
Him. But that His own people should 
find cause of offense in Him, that those 
who really know Him, those who have 
been admitted into the sacred intima- 
cies of fellowship with Him, should 
find cause of offense in Christ—that is 
a startling thought. 

“Blessed is he, whosoever shall not 
be offended in me.” Those words were 
spoken by Christ to the messengers of 
John the Baptist, and we would do 
well to remember their setting; other- 
wise, we shall not quite understand 
their significance. John had been loyal 
to Christ, self-effacing, wonderfully 
courageous in the uttering of his mes- 
Sage, caring not for the disfavor or the 
favor of any. And now he is in prison, 
and no deliverance comes to him. And 
he sends his disciples to Christ with 
this query, “Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for another?” 
“Go .'. . and tell John what things ye 
have seen” (Luke 7:22), said Christ, 
and then He adds, “Blessed is he, who- 
soever shall not be offended in me.” 
Blessed is the man who will trust Him 
when he is forsaken and alone. Think 
of that other word of Christ’s in John 
16:1, “These things have I spoken unto 
you, that ye should not be offended.” 
Here the implication surely is that as 
John the Baptist in prison needed the 
word that Christ said to him, so in all 
the ages those who ally themselves 
with Him will need some defense 
against the insidious temptation to be 
offended because of the treatment they 
receive. Blessed is the man who, pass- 
ing through this vale of misery, learns 
to make it a well, and learns in the 
treatment by which the Lord expresses 
His love and guidance that Christ is 
sufficient for each and all of us. 

\What do we mean by this word of- 
fense? It usually begins like this: A 
disappointment of hope; a failure of 
expectation; an unanswered prayer; an 
aching heart that seems to evoke no 
response on the part of God. And 
there is developed within us a feeling 
of inner resentment; the yoke of Christ 
becomes irksome. It often expresses it- 
self in a renunciation of all the respon-* 
sibility of d&scipleship. Let me suggest 
some perilous causes of offense in 
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Christ. There are those who are likely 
to be offended because of the severity 
of Christ’s requirements. Our powers 
of apprehension are so limited that we 
see but one thing at a time; and we 
set out ‘imagining that the path of 
discipleship is always going to be rose- 
strewn and sunlit, and we find it is not 
so. We find that it is impossible to 
walk to ‘two kinds of music at the 
same time; that it is impossible to 
keep step with Christ, for instance, and 
to keep step with the world. When a 
man begins to realize ‘that he cannot 
be a friend of Christ, and in the same 
sense, be a friend of the world, he is 
often offended in Him. When Christ 
demands of him the giving up of some 
self-indulgence; when it becomes neces- 
sary to regulate his home life and -busi- 
ness life according to the lines laid 
down by Jesus Christ—these are re- 
quirements that cause men oftentimes 
to go back and to walk no more with 
Him. They go back, not because they 
do not understand what Christ demands 
of them, but because they understand 
Him too well. They begin to know Him 
not only as the Christ of the sympa- 
thetic heart but as the Christ of the 
set faee, steadfastly set to go to Jeru- 
salem, where await Him and His fol- 
lowers the cross and death. Blessed is 
the man who when the why and where- 
fore of My requirements are hidden 
from him, yet trusts the love that saved 
him and called him. 

There is a second cause of offense, 
and that is the mystery of life’s seem- 
ing contradictions. You who have come 
to know Christ as Saviour, and desire 
in your hearts to do great things for 
Him, so often the opportunity of doing 
them seems to be denied. In reality 
Christ is seeking to destroy anything 
within us savoring of self-love, self- 
pride, self-sufficiency. And in Christ’s 
seeming contradictions we see the ex- 
pression of His perfect wisdom with 
regard to the interests of His Kingdom 
in which He has graciously given us a 
share. The mystery of these apparent 
contradictions are all resolved when 
we remember the love that is directing, 
controlling, overruling, not only the 
great design of His purposes, but the 
details that go to make up that design 
in every human life. And also with 
regard to self-conquest, how often we 
have longed for an immedigte realiza- 
tion of deliverance, and instead of that 
we find that victories are hardly won, 
we find that life is not all singing, and 

(Continued on page 223) 








Notes on Open Letters 


—_———— 


Are Believers Sheep and Sons? 


I feel I should say something about 
the discussions on eternal security. 
I certainly agree there is eternal se- 
curity for those labelled sheep or 
sons, but are we to assume that all 
believers are in that category? I 
have heard some, believers say that 
the passage in Jofin’s Gospel, chapter 


1:12, 13, refers to all born-again Chris- 
tians. It probably refers to them all, 
but it does not say they became sons 
of God. It says He gave them power 
to become sons. A son is one who is 
led by the Spirit (Rom. 8:14). A 
sheep is one who follows Christ (John 
10:27). 

In 4 Corinthians 3:12 we read of 
some people who have built on the 
right foundation, but their works 
were wood, hay, and stubble. It 
seems impossible to me that anyone 
could be led of the Spirit and pro- 
duce works like that. 

Apollos seemed to have all the nec- 
essary knowledge,. but Aquila and 
Priscilla found it needful to expound 

~ tohim (Acts 18: 24-26). 

So it still seems to me that, while 
all who believe on the Son shall have 
eternal life, those that hear the Word 
or heed it have it now (John 5:24). 
—A Canadian reader. 


If by believers we mean those who 
have genuinely received Christ as their 
Saviour and are thus born again, we 
must hold that they are all sheep or 
sons of God. It does not seem that the 
reader is justified in saying that all 
those mentioned in John 1:12, 13 did 
not become sons of God, for that would 
be playing with the words of Scripture 
and reading into them something that 
is not intended. It would be as though 
God were tricking people when He said 
to them that He gave power to those 
who received Christ to become the sons 
of God, and yet did not make them sons 
of God. If God does not do it, certainly 
we can do nothing to work such a mar; 
velous change. Verse 13 plainly says 
of them, “Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 


of the will.of man, but of God,” showing . 


that it is His work. Ephesians 2:8 and 
9 bears this out: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” 

It is clear from both Scripture -and 
experience that not every born-again 
Christian follows the Lord as he ought 
to, and certainly no one is sinless. The 
passage in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 is 
plainly talking about works. It shows 


that it is possible to build with the ' 


wrong kind of material even on the 
foundation of Christ and _ concludes 
with these words, “If any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire.” That is, he will get into Heaven 
but not have rewards for any good 
works. In the case of Apollos (Acts 18), 
there is nothing to imply that he was 
not saved, but he simply needed more 
instruction. 

The point in John 5:24 is that believ- 
ing on Christ as Saviour follows hearing - 
His Word, and then He-says that one 
who does so “hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life.” Here 
again, as in John 1:12, 13, we must take 
the words of Scripture at their plain, 
face value and not read into them some- 
thing that is not there. This is one of 
the strongest verses on eternal security 
in the Scriptures because it says we 
have everlasting life now. 
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1959 Fissson for April 5 


I. Working ‘for the Lord—as Employee 







ey 


Can a Christian belong to a labor union? 


TP ANHE important thing for any Chris- 
Tien worker to bear in mind is 
that his real boss is in Heaven. 
The worker may have a company fore- 
man over him, and higher up there 
may be a _ superintendent, and _ still 
higher up the corporation president. 
But highest of all is the General Man- 
ager in Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is He for whom the Christian ‘is 
primarily working; his other bosses 
are to be regarded as the Lord’s agents. 
The Scripture for this is Ephesians 
6:5-8: “Servants, be obedient to them 
that are your masters according to the 
flesh, with fear and trembling, in sin- 
gleness of your heart, as unto Christ; 
not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; 
but as the servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart; with good 
will doing service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men: knowing that whatsoever 
good thing any man doeth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free.” 

The Christian worker should look 
upon his job, if it be a worthy and 
honorable one, as coming from the 
Lord. He prays, “Give us this day our 
daily bread,” and his job is the Lord’s 
answer to that prayer. Let him, there- 
fore, be grateful for it, and resolve to 
perform his work in a manner that will 
express his gratitude to the Heavenly 
Manager who provided it. 


Who Provides the Capital? 


This gratitude should extend to and 
include the Lord’s agents also, among 
whom are the investors who provided 
the funds to make the job possible. In 
the company ‘for which I work, the 
funds invested by the stockholders to 
provide the necessary land, buildings, 
equipment, and working capital amount 
to $10,000 for each employee. In other 
words, if an applicant for work in our 
company were required to furnish his 
own capital before he could obtain the 
job, the amount he would have to put 
up would be approximately $10,000. In 
some industries, the invested capital 
per job is much greater, sometimes as 
much as $50,000. The people who put 
up this capital are in all walks of life 
—doctors, bankers; ministers, school- 
teachers, -widows—often the worker’s 
own neighbors. These investors have 
a right to expect a reasonable return 
on their money; therefore, the Chris- 
tian worker, if he is-worth a pinch of 
Salt, will be grateful to them, as the 
Lord’s agents, and, will do everything 
in his power to prove himself a good 
investment. 

How should a Christian perform his 
task? Honestly, intelligently, and en- 
thusiastically. Whether a janitor or a 
bank president, is he not working 
chiefly for the Lord? Jesus said, “Ye 
call me Master and Lord: and ye say 
well; for so I am” (John 13:13). And 
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One of the. burning problems of the 
present day is that of how to main- 
tain happy relationships between 
employers and employees. What 
should be the attitude of Christians 
on either side? The Editor asked a 
personal friend, John E. Mitchell, 
Jr., president of the John E. Mitchell 
Company, Inc., Dallas, Tex., to write 
on this touchy subject. Mr. Mitchell 
is an earnest Christian, active in the 
Lord’s work, and since his father’s 
death in 1938 has been president of 
the Company—“manufacturers of 
fine machinery for more than half a 
century.” His two brothers, Orville 
and Donald F., are vice-presidents, 
and also active in Christian work. 
This is the first of two articles by Mr. 
Mitchell, the second being on “Work- 
ing for the Lord—as Employer.” 








in Colossians 3:23 we read, “And what- 
soever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men.” If a Chris- 
tian will always remember that his 
Saviour and Lord is continually at 
his side, interested in everything he 
does and says and thinks, he will 
have all the incentive he needs to 
do his work properly. He will turn in 
an honest job, a full eight hours’ work 
for eight hours’ pay, because he knows 
that his Master hates dishonesty, even 
“petty” dishonesty. He will turn in 
an enthusiastic job because it will be 
done “heartily, as to the Lord.” He 
will turn in an artistic job, because he 
is working for the great Artist. He 


will turn in a joyous job, because he 
will have as his chief reward the ap- 
proval and commendation of the Son 
of God, Himself. fee 


John E. Mitchell, Jr. 
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By JOHN E. MITCHELL, Jr. 


What if the job is unchristian? Give 
it up, forthwith. Better to starve to 
death without any job than to prosper 
in a job that dishonors the name of 
Christ. As a matter of fact, there is 
ample assurance, both in the Bible and 
in the personal experience of Christians, 
that God will stand by and provide for 
those who take a stand for Him. But 
regardless of such assurance, the Chris- 
tian simply must not work at anything 
that will tend to hurt other people or 
that will mar his witness fer Christ. 
We cannot work for the Devil and 
dedicate the job to the Lord. If the 
work is not of such a character that it 
may be done “heartily, as to the Lord,” 
it should not be done at all. 

Can a Christian belong to a labor 
union? Yes, of course. It might as 
well be asked if a Christian can be an 
American. A labor union is merely a 
means, made necessary by the modern, 
complex industrial system, of represent- 
ing the collective interests of labor, 
just as management, as a usual thing, 
primarily represents the collective in- 
terests of stockholders. Of course, if 
it were possible to conceive of a man- 
ager endowed with perfect wisdom and 
with a perfect intent of heart, one 
could be sure that such a perfect man- 
ager would weigh with perfect justice 
the divergent interests of customers, 
stockholders, and employees. With such 
a perfect management, labor unions 
would be unnecessary. In the absence 
of such perfection, it is to be expected 
that the manager, especially in large 
corporations, will lean in his judgments 
and decisions toward the people who 
hire him—namely, the stockholders. In 
a large corporation an individual em- 
ployee has little voice, and it has been 
found, therefore, that for his interests 
to be properly represented it is neces- 
sary for him to unite with other em- 
ployees in a union. It is my personal 
opinion that unions. were born of ne- 
cessity. Our principal problem now, 
however, seems to be on the other side 
of the scales. In many unions, vast 
powers have been delegated to un- 
worthy leaders and all ‘honest union 
workers and other citizens have been 
shocked at the arrogance, selfishness, 
and corruption that have been un- .- 
covered in high places. Corrupt labor 
union leaders are as bad as corrupt 
leaders in management and a way must 
be found to curb them. 


The Responsibility of Union Members 


Any Christian who is a member of 
a labor union with such a selfish, auto- 
cratic, and corrupt leadership should 
use every means at his disposal, includ- 
ing his ballot, to help clean the cor- 
ruption out of his labor union, in ex- 
actly the same way that he, as an 
American citizen, would use his vote 
and other means at his disposal to help 
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remove corruption and incompetence 
from government. 

In any crisis that may arise involving 
a Christian worker’s relationship with 
his union, let him remember to pray 
earnestly about the matter and then 
to do what he thinks the Lord would 
have him do. 

Should a Christian worker always be 
content? I believe that a Christian 
should live closely to Romans 8:26 and 
should be entirely contented -with his 
Heavenly Father’s dealings with him. 
On the other hand, I think that it would 
be well for him to be entirely discon- 
tented with himself. He should set for 
himself a goal too high to be attained 
and then he should try the best he can 
to. attain it. By following such a plan 
he will ngt only honor the Lord whom 
he serves and prove to be a good in- 
vestment for his employer, but he will 
actually promote his own interests in 
the most effective way. In the com- 
panies I have been connected with, the 
highest paid employees, both in the 
office and in the factory, have been 
those with such a philosophy. They 
have never made their rate of pay their 
primary concern. Instead, their pri- 
mary concern has been their perform- 
ance—how well could they do the 
job?) Wage increases ‘have come as a 
result of recognition of merit and per- 
formance. 
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To sum it ‘all up, aptitudes being 
equal, a Christian stenographer should 
do her work better than any other sten- 
ographer; a Christian lathe operator 
should do his work better than any 
other lathe operator; a Christian man- 
ager should perform his duties better 
than any other manager; a Christian in 
any place of work should do his work 
better than a non-Christian. Other- 
wise, he is a poor advertisement for his 
faith. 

The Christian worker should not only 
be enthusiastic, he should be joyful. 
When you stop to think about it, joy 
belongs to the Christian. It is, or should 
be, a Christian monopoly. The Chris- 
tian has Christ not only for his Saviour 
but also for his Master and his personal 
friend. Therefore, he .will regard his 
job as something that the Lord has 
given him to do and will perform it 
heartily as to the Lord, and with a 
song in his heart. His work will be a 
testimony “and in many cases will speak 
out more effectively than anything he 
could possibly say for the Lord. Above 
all else, the reward he will seek will be 
the commendation of the Son of God, 
Himself: “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. 25:23). 

(To be continued) 


V. A Surprising Proposal 


And the sweet sadness as Esther Edwards prepares 
to leave her father’s house 


Stockbridge, Feb., 1752 
IS. family is very busy making 
lace and embroidery, so as to re- 
plenish the household treasury. In 
Northampton, my honored father had 
purchased a valuable homestead, with 
land for fuel and pasturing, and had 
erected a commodious dwelling house. 
These had, by exercising the strictest 
economy, all been paid for, before his 
removal. Among the bitterest of our 
experiences, therefore, was to be sent 
roofless and homeless to a wilderness. 
But, neither my honored mother, nor 
any of the children bated a jot of hope. 
We began at once, the making and 
decoration of fans and other ornamental 
work, which we were assisted to dispose 
of in Boston, by our friends the Princes 
there. How narrow our circumstances 
were may be seen from the necessity 
put upon our father to use the margins 
of otherwise useless pamphlets and the 
backs of letters, on which to write his 
sermons and treatises. But, he knows 
no other law of life, and so he keeps 
on with his thirteen hours a day in his 
study. He has lately had a hexagonal 
table made, with six several inclining 
leaves, so that he can have his books. 
of reference before his eyes, all at once, 
and can leave them open at the pas- 
sage where he leaves off. 


Stockbridge 
A new sound echoes through our hills. 








Every Sabbath day and every lecture 
day, one of the praying Indians blows a 
conch shell to call the people to wor- 
ship. At first it seemed wanting in 
solemnity, but, now we are used to it, 
the shell begins to have a sacred sound, 
and the summons is speedily heeded. 
I am fofid of watching the people as 
they ‘congregate: The Indians gliding 
up the river bank in their noiseless 
canoes, the farmers and wives on horse- 
back, with children in arms, or tucked 
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in, here and there, as there is space for 
them, the pedestrians: rich and poor 
meeting together before the Lord, who 
is Maker of us all. 


Stockbridge, May, 1752 


This has just happened to me: Rey, 
Mr. Burr of Newark, president of the 
New Jersey College, who has visited 
our house, both in Northampton and 
Stockbridge for many years—as a little 
girl, I have romped with him, and sat 
on his lap—rose this A.M. to take an 
early breakfast and start for home 
again, betimes, on horseback to the 
Hudson. And as it was my week to 
care for the table, I had spread the 
breakfast for him, no other member of 
the family having yet arisen. The cloth 
was as white as snow, for I had taken 
out a fresh one, with its clean smell, 
for the occasion, and there was not a 
crease in it; the room was full of the 
aroma of the freshly made tea. I had 
selected some. of the last caddy that 
came from the Rev. Thomas Prince’s 
of Boston, a family very dear to us. 
The newly churned butter was as yel- 
low as gold. I had rolled it and 
stamped it with my own hands. And, 
to top the whole, one of our father’s 
deacons, an Indian, who knew of Mr. 


Burr’s early start, had brought in some | 


fish freshly taken from the Housatonic, 
Mr. Burr partook with the greatest 
relish, keeping up a current of gracious 
speech every moment; and, finally, fix- 
ing his flashing eyes on me as J sat rapt 
and listening at the other end of the 
board, he abruptly said: “Esther Ed- 
wards, last night, I made bold to ask 
your honored father, if I can gain your 
consent, that I might take you as Mrs. 
Burr, to my Newark bachelor’s quarters 
and help convert them into a Christian 
home. What say you?” Of course, al- 
though from my early girlhood, Mr. 
Burr had treated me with favor, I was 
wholly unprepared for‘ this sudden 
speech, and blushed to my ears and 
looked down; and stammered out, as 
we are taught to say bere: “If it please 
the Lord!” Though when we came to 
separate, I could not help playfully 
saying, “Was it the loaves and fishes, 
Mr. Burr?” He laughed, and kissed me 
for the first time. 

I am only seventeen, and I had never 
received such attention from any per- 


son. And it has set my being all aglow 


with new life. And so we parted, he 
for his ride through the wilderness to 
the Hudson, and I-to resume my do- 
mestic duties. I soon heard my heart 
keeping time. to his horse’s hoofs as they 
made the turnpike echo, and I paused 
to watch ‘the splendid animal ascend 
the hillside to the west. The sun was 
‘just rising, and smiting the river mists 
with its rod of gold. And I went about 
all day making melody in my heart to 
the Lord. My dear mother appeared to 
surmise the new secret of my life, for, 
doubtless, Mr. Edwards had told her, 
as they have no secrets from each other, 
but said nothing. Meanwhile, I tried 
to imagine Mr. Burr’s progress from 
point to point, until he reached the 
sloop on. the river, and then I seemed 
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to lose him among the highlands, as the 
sloop bore him seaward to Newark, my 
heart with him. I could not help ask- 
ing myself: “Has he been waiting for 
me, all these years?” At any rate, I 
thought to myself, I am his Rachel; his 
lamb, as the word means. Nor do I 
need to steal my father’s gods, as did 
she. For already his God is my God! 
and his people, my people. 


Stockbridge, March, 1752 


The pressure of duties upon Mr. Ed- 
wards, my honored father, has been so 
great, that it seems almost impossible 
for him to endure it. What with 
preaching to the white people and the 
Indians, and catechising the children: 
what with putting up a new dwelling 
house and getting together money to 
pay for it: what with the intrigues of 
those who are- secretly obstructing his 
work and trying to supplant him; and 
what with his constant thinking and 
writing, my honored mother is fearful 
that his health will be utterly broken: 
down. Indeed, he already has symp- 
toms of ‘ague and fever, which is very 
prevalent in these new settlements. 


Stockbridge, June 8, 1752 


This is my last day in Stockbridge, in 
this dear, dear home, with my honored 
mother and sisters. The orchards are 
filled with applebloom as for a bridal. 
Dear, beautiful Stockbridge; the sweet- 
est place on earth, with her mountains 
tree-topped to the blue skies, her min- 
iature meadows along the Housatonic, 
where the Indians have their pictur- 
esque encampments, the river, willow- 
embosomed, where the strong arms of 
my tawny friends have so often noise- 
lessly guided the canae, and we have 
glided as in a dream. Yes, also dear 
sanctuary of God, where the red man 
and the white man have dwelt together 
in peace, as in their own Father’s house, 
and where my good father’s instruction 
has so often fallen upon us all alike, as 
manna from Heaven. “Blessed are they 
that dwell in thy house: they will be 
still praising thee.” 


Stockbridge 


I have sometimes essayed a descrip- 
tion to myself of Mr. Edwards. Let me 
do it. again, before I leave my father’s 
house for the house of my husband. 
His face is almost womanly in refine- 
ment and feature and grace. There is 
a kind of sweet sedateness, an elevated 
almost celestial serenity, to some per- 
haps severity, of expression. And, 
when he is speaking in the pulpit, it 
often seems that his voice has a super- 
natural, an angelic tenderness and au- 
thority. There is in his utterance no 
weakness or softness, though it is not a 
loud voice nor very masculine. There 
is such a holy loyalty to the truth in 
the speaker, as though he were one of 
God’s swift messengers, unwinged in- 
deed, save in the spirit, which often 
tries lofty flights; but coming straight 
from the ineffable glory, commissioned 
of infinite love to proclaim the truth 
and defend it. In person, he sometimes 
reminds me of Michelangelo’s archangel 
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with drawn sword; of pictures of John 
the Evangelist, which our Scotland 
friends, the Erskines, have sent us, and 
which hang in our living room. 

(To be continued) 
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The Offense of the Cross 
(Continued from page 220) 


that it is truer to say that it is all 
striving. I would remind you that 
every experience of victory you have 
ever had is prophetic of- complete ul- 
timate triumph. It is by estimating 
what Christ has done in our lives that 
we can estimate the whole of the pur- 
pose of His grace. Every bit of ex- 
perience of His power to sanctify, to 
cleanse, to redeem, to uplift, encour- 
ages us to believe that He who has 
begun will perfect the work until the 
day of Jesus Christ. Oftentimes we 
are discouraged. We seek to lift Him 
up, and yet, apparently, men are not 
drawn to Him; somehow the results do 
not justify our faith and our expecta- 
tion. And we tend to lose heart. It 
was so with the early disciples who 
“thought that the kingdom of God 
should immediately appear” (Luke 19: 
11). And Christ had to correct their 
undisciplined enthusiasm. All the time 
God is at work although we know it 
not. When results are least visible 
they are often most real. “Blessed is 
the man who is not offended in Me, 
but will go on without the outward 
stimulus of seeming success; who will 
go on loyally witnessing for Me, and 
carrying out My behests, when all seems 
to end in nothing.” May the Lord give 
us that blessing. 

We go back again to John in his 
prison house. Christ was training him 
in faith and loyalty. His absence was 
a greater blessing than His presence 
could have been. It is often so with 
us as it was, with John in prison. It 
was just the same in, that home at 
Bethany when Lazarus died. Oh, the 
mystery of Christ’s delay, the mystery 
of allowing the sorrow of Mary and 
Martha to be unrelieved! Ultimately 
the loved one passed away; and yet 
as we look back over it, we see the 
perfect reasonableness of it all: we see 
that Christ meant the more fully to 
manifest His power. There are some 
Christians who have prayed for years 
for unconverted friends, and they seem 
as unyielding and unrepentant today 
as ever they were. They have prayed 
for temporal things, and it seems as if 
their prayers have never reached the 
heart of God; there is no response. 
_Is it not true in the experience of 
mary a Christian. that unanswered 
prayer is/sometimes a greater blessing 
than answered prayer could have been? 
God has sometimes to withhold sec- 
ondary mercies in order to ‘teach us 
the importance of the primary and 
spiritual ones. “These things have .I 
spoken unto you,” says Christ, “that 
despite the severity of My demands, 
and the seeming contradictions of My 
dealings with you—that despite all 


_and returning to Chicago. 
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these things, ye should not be offended.” 
Let us ever remember the certainty of 
His love. Blessed .is he who, resting 
upon these certain facts of God, takes 
them and makes them ‘factors of a 
holy, consistent life. 


we 
Along the “Trail of ‘98” 


(Continued from page 218) 


level, and from here may be seen a 
marvelous panoramic view. The jagged 
Sawtooth Mountains, the glacier-topped 
Mount Pinnacle, and the Lynn Canal 
in the distance, all present to the trav- 
elers a sight never to be forgotten. 
Excellent opportunity to take pictures 
will be afforded to camera enthusiasts. 

The train will stop at the town of 
Bennett, which in the “Gold Rush” 
days had a population of 10,000, but is 
now really a “ghost town.” It was here 
that the stampeders built their rafts 
and crude boats in which to continue 
their journey through Lake Bennett to 
Carcross and into Togish Lake, thence 
to the headwaters of the Yukon River. 
For twenty-six miles the ‘railway fol- 
lows the eastern shore of the brilliant, 
transparent waters of Lake Bennett. 
The mountains that rise from its shores 
tower a full mile above the lake, and 
are of an old-rose color; and along the 
mountainsides_ will be seen countless 
beautiful wild flowers. When the water 
is calm, its mirrorlike reflections are of 
unsurpassed beauty. 

Included in this year’s tour, which 
starts from Chicago on July 1, return- 
ing thereto on July 24, are day and 
overnight stops at Banff and Lake 
Louise; two. full days and nights at 
beautiful: Victoria, B.C., with accom- 
modations at the regal Empress Hotel; 
two days at Mt. Rainier; a day at Mt. 
Hood. Seattle and Portland will be 
visited, and many interesting sight- 
seeing tours are included. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a director of 
the Sunday School Times Company, 
and Mrs. Jaeger, will accompany the 
tour throughout. An illustrated folder 
is available to you which will give all 
details. Send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, if you are 
interested. 


A Tour To HAWAII ° 
Is PLANNED ALSO 
Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and 
return to Los Angeles on the. S.S. 
Lurline of the Matson Line. Details 
of this. tour will be given in an at- 
tractive folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger 
will bring this to you as soon as it is 
ready. For those who can take a fall 
vacation, this will prove to be-a most 
unusual and happy experience. Mr. . 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany this’ 
tour also. . 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





A factual statement on this ques- 

tion has been issued by the 
Associated Press, and carried in the Los 
Angeles Times. The statistics are in- 
forming. In India there are about 8,000, 
000 Christians, or 2.3 per cent of the pop- 
ulation; but Buddhism is making a strong 
comeback, especially because of the 800, 
000 untouchables who accepted Buddhism 
as their religion in. 1956—Buddhism 
teaches equality among all men. The 
number of. registered missionaries, ex- 
cluding those of the Commonwealth, 
who need no visas, dropped from 5,691 
in 1956 to 4,844 in 1958. The Deputy 
Minister of Home Affairs, Mrs. Violet 
Alva, is a Christian. 

Christian churches in Malaya and 
Singapore have a total membership of 
240,000, or 4 per cent of the population; 
of this number, 100,000 are Roman 
Catholics. Of South Viet Nam’s 
11,000,000 inhabitants, 1,300,000 are 
Roman Catholics, and only 60,000 Prot- 
estants. The Thailand Government al- 
lows 200 missionaries to enter the coun- 
try each year. Protestant leaders there 
claim a following of 23,000; the Roman 
Catholic Church says they have 100,000 
but Buddhism predominates, and Chris- 
tianity is making little progress. 

Of the 84,000,000 people in Indonesia, 
about 75,000,000 are Moslem, 2,000,000 
Hindu, 1,000,000 Buddhist, and 6,000,000 
Christians, of whom 3,500,000 are Prot- 
estant. This shows a substantial growth 
since 1950, when there were fewer than 
4,500,000 Christians in that vast island 
world. 

In South Korea, where the Christian 
Church has been strong and vigorous 
for decades, of a population of 22,000,000, 
Buddhists number 5,000,000, and Chris- 
tians only 1,500,000, and 7 per cent of the 
population. Syngman Rhee, the Presi- 
dent of South Korea is a Methodist, 
and the Vice President, Chang Myun, 
a Roman Catholic. 


“T S Christianity Growing in Asia?” 


Anti-Religious Acceleration in Russia. 
—The United States Information 
Agency has released word that another 
University of Atheism has opened in 
the USSR, located in Leningrad under 
the auspices of the local branch of the 
Soviet Society for the Dissemination of 
Political and Scientific Knowledge. The 
antireligious campaign in Russia has 
been accelerated in a number of ways. 
Broadcasts are announcing that “while 
the social and ideological roots of re- 
ligion have been completely discredited 
in our Soviet Society, nevertheless sur- 
vivals continue to be evident here and 
there among us,” and that the present 
atheistic propaganda in Russia is prov- 
ing unsatisfactory. A new antireligious 
book entitled “Science and Religion” 
carries a Foreword, “On the Content 
and Tasks of the Atheist Propaganda 
in Present Conditions.” 


Here in America we seem to be sound 
asleep on this. matter of the influence 
of atheism on this great and powerful 
nation of Russia. Some day this will 
be felt keenly, and we must begin to 
be prepared for it. ; 


The Christian Church in England.— 
One of the outstanding secular periodi- 
cals in England is the Economist. A 
recent issue gives some interesting sta- 
tistics regarding the Christian Church 
in England. The Church of England, 
which is the Anglican Church, main- 
tains 18,200 churches, and has a roll of 
16,050 clergy. There are 5,000 Roman 
Catholic churches in England (including 
1,044 private chapels), and 5,600 parish 
clergy. The Methodist Church, surpris- 
ingly, has almost as many churches as 
the Church of England, 17,600, with 
35,000 ministers, of which nearly 10,000 
are full-time. Since 1900, the Church 
of England has ordained an average 
of 450 clergymen a year, which means 
that even to maintain their present 
numbers, these newly ordained men 
must serve an average of 36 years. 
Many ministers work until eighty years 
of age. 

England is less evangelized today 
than it was sixty years ago, when there 


were 21,000 Anglican churches to serve 


a far smaller population. A _ recent 
Gallup Poll uncovered the strange fact 
that seventy-nine per’ cent of those 
questioned thought it possible to be a 
Christian without attending church. 
What it means, I am not sure, but in 
this poll, only forty-one per cent in- 
dicated that they believed in a personal 
God. In England today, 8,000,000 adults 
go to church with fair regularity, about 
18,000,000 have some sense of guilt be- 
cause they do not, and 12,000,000 say 
they never attend. 


Crime Still on the Increase.—The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation of the 
United States Department of Justice 
has initiated a quarterly release on 
crime, based on reports from identical 
cities with over 25,000 inhabitants. For 
a nine-month period, the crime index 
reflects an increase of eleven per cent. 


The Navigators.—One of the finest, 
most active Christian groups in this 
country is The Navigators. Though its 
founder, Dawson Trotman, has been 
gone for two and a half years, the work 
continues to flourish. Since June, 1956, 
the overseas staff has more than 
doubled. In Kenya in the last thirty 
months, men from the Kikuyu tribe, 
“some of them former members of the 
Mau Mau, can now sit down with a 
fellow tribesman and use the Bible to 
point him to Christ, then go on to teach 
that man to study the Word of God and 
to win another.” 

Dan Piatt, who has heen directing 


Navigator activities in Europe, has been 


“ time. 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D, 


loaned to the Billy Graham team full- 
He is being replaced in Europe 
by Douglas Sparks, a veteran of the 
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Formosa follow-up program where the - 


burden of.the spiritual ministry is now 
carried by trained Chinese. 

“One of the last things Dawson 
worked on was a home Bible study 
course for Dr. Theodore Epp of the 
Back to the Bible Broadcast. Last 
month word received from Brother Epp 
indicated that close to 40,000 have en- 
rolled with over 70 per cent complet- 
ing the course. 

“Nearly 500 young men and women 
have been at Glen Eyrie for training 
since 1954. At present we have 100 
staff and trainees here, including quite 
an increase in capable administrative 
assistants. Of those who have come 
and gone, some 57 are serving with 
other Christian organizations and mis- 
sions; 89 entered colleges and _ semi- 
naries. Many others are in the armed 
forces or in lay activities in the busi- 
ness or professional worlds.” 


The Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
is a comparatively new endeavor with 
main offices at 320 Professional Build- 
ing, 11th and Grand Avenue, Kansas 
City 6, Mo. The threefold purpose of 


this organization is “to find fellowship . 


together for individual growth in the 
Christian life; to serve the cause of 
Christ through the church of one’s 
choice, and to render service by wit- 
nessing to other youth.” Membership 


is limited to those who have partici- . 


pated in interscholastic, intercollegiate, 
or professional sports. 

The Fellowship has issued a 16mm 
sound film, twenty-two minutes in 
length, entitled “More Than Cham- 
pions,” in which some of the prominent 
men of the sports world give their 


testimonies to faith. in Jesus Christ; ~ 


these include, Bob Richards, 1956 Olym- 
pic Champion; Doak Walker, all-Amer- 
ican grid star; Carl Erskine, pitcher 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers, etc. Ex- 
tended notices in Newsweek and Sports 
Illustrated indicate the national atten- 
tion being given this effort. At the 
annual conferences held recently at Estes 
Park, the enrollment was 541. 


Soviet Attacks on Religion—We 
have little conception in this country 
of the power, persistence, and the di- 


abolical nature of the attacks being — 


made upon all religions, and especially 
the Christian religion, in Soviet radio 
broadcasts. A recent broadcast in the 
Ukrainian language asserts, “Religious 
superstitions hinder believers from, de- 
voting all their forces and faculties to 
the development of Communism.” 

There is nothing superstitious in the 
Christian faith. It is founded on the 
greatest historical fact of human his- 
tory—the incarnation, death, and resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. e 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 5. 


SAMUEL AS JUDGE 


1 Samuel 3:19-21; 7; printed text, 7:5-16 “ 
Golden Text.—God forbid that | should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you: but | will teach you the 


good and the right way.—1 Sam. 12:23 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Sam. 7:5 And. Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, 
and I will pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, 
and poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, 
and said there, We have sinned against the Lorp. And Sam- 
uel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of 
Israel were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the 
Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of 
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to 
cry unto the Lorp our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a 


, burnt-offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Samuel cried unto 


the Lorp for Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lorp 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Phi- 


. 


listines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before 
Israel. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of, Mizpeh, and pursued 
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Beth- 
car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh 
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hith- 
erto hath the Lorp helped us. Y 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more 
into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lorp was against 
the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from 
Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron ‘even unto Gath; 
and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of 
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the 
Amorites. 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

16 And he went from yéar to year in circuit to Beth-el, and 
Gilgal, ahd Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N HOURS of crisis God “always has 

His man. In a critical hour of Is- 

rael’s history Samuel was that man. 
The nation had sunk to a desperately 
low moral and spiritual level. A ref- 
ormation was sorely needed. 

The Hebrew priesthood was corrupt: 
Eli’s sons, guilty of irreverence, selfish- 
hess, and immorality, had been slain 
(cf. 1 Sam. 2:12-17, 22; 4:11). The Phi- 
listines had routed Israel, slaughtered 
thousands of her infantry (cf. 1 Sam. 
4:10), and captured the sacred ark of 
the covenant (1 Sam. 4:17). The He- 
brews were a beaten and discouraged 
people. 

Moreover, idolatry and vice abounded.. 
Many worshiped Baal (chief male deity 
of the Canaanites and Phoenicians) and 
Ashtoreth (their female deity). Lewd 
and lascivious rites accompanied this 
worship. Nothing but a divine inter- 
vention could rescue the people from 
their sorry political and moral plight. 

But God in grace intervened. The 
second major reformation described in 
the Old Testament is the theme of our 
lesson. (For the first revival see the 
record of Jacob’s cleansing of his house- 
hold and return to Bethel—Gen. 35:1- 
4). Samuel is the hero of the story. 
He was the instrument in the hands of 
the Lord to usher in a’ reformation. 
The last of the judges and the first of 
the great Old Testament prophets (after 
Moses), he also acted as priest-mediator 
between a sinning people and their God. 
His prayers, persistence, persuasiveness, 
and sheer spiritual power rallied the 
disorganized nation and brought it back 
to God. 


we vg we we 


This lesson is of great value. It re- 
veals Israel’s need of revival, the con- 
ditions of revival, and the consequences 
of revival. The twentieth century may 
well admire Samuel, sit at his feet, 
learn how he led in the reformation of 
an erring people, and pray that such a 
mighty revival might sweep across the 
world today. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 7:5.—“Samuel said, Gather all 
Israel to Mizpeh . . . I will pray for you 
unto the Lord.”. This was the culmina- 
tion of twenty years of preparatory 
work on. Samuel’s part (cf. v. 2). 
Mizpeh is an elevated spot about 3,000 
feet high, some five miles northwest of 
Jerusalem. 

Verse 6—“They gathered together to 
Mizpeh ... drew water ... poured it 
out before the Lord, and fasted .. . and 
said ... We have sinned against the 
Lord . . . Samuel judged .. . Israel in 
Mizpeh.” Note the people’s obedience 
(they followed Samuel’s_ directions) 
and their spiritual reformation (their 
penitence symbolized by the outpoured 
water, their fasting and confession of 
sin). . Samuel established his judicial 
headquarters on Mizpeh, a central, com- 
manding eminence. 

Verse 7.—“When the Philistines heard 
that the children of Israel were gath- 
ered together . . . the lords of the Phi- 
listines went up against Israel . . . the 
children of Israel . . . were afraid of 
the Philistines.” The enemies of Israel 
thought that a revolt was about to be 
launched. Determined to crush it, they 
marched to the attack. They were con- 
fident of success, for had they not pre- 
viously defeated Israel? (e.g., 1-Sam. 4: 
2.) The Hebrews were terror-stricken 
at the advance of their hated foe. 


Verse 8.—“. . . Israel said to Samuel, 
Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God 
for us, that he will save us...” Israel 
had confidence. not only in Samuel’s 
moral leadership but also in his spirit- 
ual power. Samuel’s efficacy in prayer 
is seen in 1 Samuel 8:6-9; Psalm 99:6; 
Jeremiah 15:1. 

Verse 9—“Samuel took a _ sucking 


lamb .. . for a burnt-offering . . . unto 
the Lord: and . . . cried unto the Lord 
for Israel . . . the Lord heard him.” 


Samuel, prophet and judge, here acts 


_as priest, sacrificing and interceding on 


behalf of the people. Remember that. 
in those days Israel had no national 
temple. God honored His prophet’s 
plea (cf. Jas. 5:16). 
Verse 10—“As Samuel was offering 
. the Philistines’ drew near to battle 

. but the Lord thundered .. . that day 
upon the Philistines, and discomfited 
them; and they were smitten . . .” Sac- 
rifice and attack coincided! What a 
way to meet an assault: not in battle 
array, but before the altar! God in- 
tervened. He who created and controls 
nature unleashed the fury of a tempest. 
The clashes of thunder and pelting rain 
hindered the advancing troops, im- 
pressed them as of supernatural origin, 
and routed them. “Discomfited” implies 
bewilderment and panic. The victory 
was wrought, by the prayer-answering 
God. 

Verse 11—“The men of Israel... pur- 
sued the Philistines, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car.” The 
enemy, confused and disorganized, beat 
a hasty retreat. Israel, correctly in- 
terpreting the storm as an act of God, 
rushed down upon her terrified adver- 
saries, who no longer had the heart to 
fight, and overwhelmed them. Beth- 
car was probably a high Philistine for- 
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tress under which some of the beaten 
remnant took refuge. 

Verse 12.—‘Then Samuel took a stone 

. set it between Mizpeh and Shen 


. called ... it Ebenezer .. . Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” “Ebenezer” 
is “rock of help” (Heb.). Shen 


(“tooth,” Heb.) was doubtless a craggy, 
well-known landmark in Samuel’s day. 
Samuel took no personal credit for the 
victory, but acknowledged the inter- 
vention as divine. For other stones of 
memorial see Genesis 28:18-22 and 
Joshua 4: 1-9. 


Verse 13.—“‘So the Philistines were 


subdued ... they came no more into 
the coast of Israel ... all the days of 
Samuel.” “Coast” signifies “borders.” 


The triumph at Mizpeh was enduring. 
God restrained the enemy during Sam- 
uel’s lifetime, as. though honoring the 
loyalty of His devoted servant. Later 
there were some skirmishes (e.g., 1 Sam. 
13:3) and battles (e.g., 1 Sam. 13:5; 31: 
1). But the power of thd Philistines 
diminished until King David over- 
powered them. 

Verse 14.—“The cities which the Phi- 
listines had taken from Israel were re- 
stored ... from Ekron ... unto Gath 
... the coasts thereof did Israel deliver 

. there was peace between Israel 
and the Amorites.” Ekron and Gath 
(Philistine strongholds near the Medi- 
terranean) were probably the border 
cities in the area retaken by Israel. 
The Amorites were the leading Ca- 
naanitish tribe in the interior of Pal- 
estine. Both coastal and interior areas 
were subdued either by force or out of 
respect for Israel’s new found unity 
and strength. 

Verse 15—“And Samuel judged Is- 
rael all the days of his life.” For some 
twenty years the prophet-judge con- 
tinued his work. Later he appointed 
his sons to assist him (cf. 1 Sam. 8:1), 
and anointed Saul king (cf. 1 Sam. 10: 
1). But neither of these acts detracted 
from the unique recognition Samuel 
had earned as the esteemed spokesman 
for God. 


Verse 16.—“He went from-year to 
year in circuit to Bethel . .. Gilgal 
. Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all 
those places.” On these annual official 
visits Samuel acted as governor, judge, 
adviser, and spiritual leader. Bethel 
is eight miles north of Jerusalem. Gilgal 
may have been the place where Israel 
first stopped upon entering Canaan (cf. 
Josh. 4:19); but a village by that nameé 
a few miles north of Bethel is a more 
likely site. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Samuel was prepared of God for the 
task of reformation. From infancy he 
was set aside to the service of the 
Lord. As he grew into manhood he 
was recognized throughout Israel as the 
chosen prophet of God (cf. 1 Sam. 3:19- 
21; from Dan to the north to Beersheba 
to the south his reputation spread). It 
was perfectly clear that God was with 
him. 

For twenty years (cf. 1 Sam. 7:2) 
Samuel prepared: the hearts of the peo- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. March 29.—Jesus Christ 
Lives (Easter). ............... Luke 24:13-53 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. April 12.—Israel’s First 
| ppandcenpicbiooes Sa: 1 Samuel 8 to 11 








ple for a spiritual upheaval. Few de- 
tails of the twenty-year period are 
given. But probably the man of God 
traveled throughout the two southern 
tribes, Judah and Benjamin, urging 
them to abandon their idolatry and pre- 
pare their hearts to seek their God in 
expectation of a mighty act of divine 
deliverance from their enemies. The 
content of his message, doubtless re- 
peated year after year for two decades, 
is given in 1 Samuel 7:3. Read this 
verse carefully. 

When the twenty years had elapsed, 
Israel was summoned to Mizpeh, a peo- 
ple determined to return unitedly to 
God. Notice carefully the spiritual 
items in their reformation. 

The rededication must be total (the 
people had to return with all their 
hearts—cf. 1 Sam. 7:3); exclusive (idols 
had to be abandoned); unique (it had 
to be focused on God alone—cf. 1 Sam. 
7:3); united (all Israel had to assemble 
at Mizpeh—cf. 1 Sam. 7:5); bathed in 
prayer (cf. 1 Sam. 7:5); demonstrated 
by confession and contrition (cf. 1 Sam. 
7:6); and sealed by a sacrifice (cf. 1 
Sam. 7:9). This was a sweeping refor- 
mation indeed. 

And God honored it. He came to the 
rescue of His chosen people in a star- 
tling, miraculous way. The Philistines, 
clambering up the hillsides in attack, 
were met by a volley of rain, flashes 
of lightning, and the roar of thunder. 
Retreating in dismay, they were over- 
taken by pursuing Israel and over- 
whelmed. A reformed nation, blessed 
of God, won a stupendous victory. Is 
not the secret of triumph always a 
genuine, unreserved devotion to God? 

Samuel capitalized on the victory. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT three offices did Samuel per- 
form? 

2. Name three national calamities 
which befell Israel in Samuel’s day. 

3. How do we krfow that Israel was 
guilty of idolatry? 

4. What were “Baalim and Ashta- 
roth”? (1 Sam. 7:4.) 

5. Name three characteristics of true 
revival taught in the lesson. 

6. What three outward signs of in- 
ward revival did Israel display? 

7. What natural phenomenon routed 
the Philistines? 

8. What does “Ebenezer” mean? 

9. How do we know that the effects 
of Israel’s victory were lasting and far- 
reaching? 

10. How long did Samuel continue to 
judge Israel? 


(Answers on page 230) 
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He was determined that the memorable 
occasion be engraved on the memory of 
Israel. He wanted the spiritual lesson 
to endure. The stone Ebenezer was to 
be a constant reminder that the only 
person worthy of worship and the only 
source of spiritual triumph is the living 
God. 


Outline ef the Lesson 

1. The renown of Samuel (1 Sam. 3; 
19-21) 

2. The reformation of Israel (7: 1-4) 

3. The. reunification of the nation (vy, 
5-9) 

4. The repulse of the Philistines (vy, 
10-14) 

5. The regime of Samuel (vv. 15-17) 











Topics for Development 


Idolatry. The reformation under 
Samuel was accompanied by the de- 
sertion of idols. Turning to God in- 
volves turning from idols (cf. 1 Thess, 
1:9). Jehovah will brook no rivalry. 
The second commandment (which the 
Romish Church eliminates) is “Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image” (Exod. 20:4). 

An idol is any object, person, or goal 
which keeps a person from God. It 


-may be a figure of wood or marble. 


But it may also be “covetousness, which 
is idolatry” (Col. 3:5), sticks and stones 
or stocks and bonds! Anything—fam- 
ily, success, possessions, ambitions— 
which intervenes between man and 
God. The unbeliever is kept from faith 
by his idols. The believer may be kept 
from a close walk with Christ by, his 
idols. . The last verse of 1 John reads, 
“Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen” (1 John 5:21). 

The Results of Revival. When the 
hearts of Israel turned individually to 
God, the nation was ready to act col- 
lectively on Mizpeh. Revival exercises 
unifying, cementing; force. Husband | 
and wife who are estranged, parents 
and children at odds, business partners 
who are at loggerheads, nations on the 
brink of war, all need to learn that the 
heart-warming Gospel of the grace of 
God—the personal salvation of man 
and genuine commitment to God—are 
the surest means of healing breaches 
and re-establishing understanding. 

When Israel was revived, victory fol- 
lowed. The Philistines were defeated. 
“For the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strong holds” 
(2 Cor. 10:4). God is the omnipotent 
ally of His dedicated people. The surest 
guarantee of triumph is devotion to 
Him and reliance upon His power. 

The rock Ebenezer became an em- 
blem of the help God had supplied, 4 
reminder of divine aid in time of need. 
Revival should always encourage. God's 
people to abandon their forgetfulness, 
to remember their precious experiences ° 
of deliverance in the Saviour’s name, 
and to render to the Almighty all glory 
and praise for every victory won. 

Prophet-Priest-Judge. Samuel per- 
formed the offices of all three: he pro- 
claimed the Word of God, sacrificed for. 
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lesson for April 5 


circuit basis from year to year. The 
Lord Jesus as prophet declared the 
will of God and revealed the need of 
man; as priest He offered the perfect 
atonement for sin; as judge He will 
mete out rewards to His people (cf. 
Rev. 22:12) and’ bestow upon unbe- 
lievers their just deserts (cf. Rev. 20: 
11-15). . ; 

Practical Applications 

Has any idol come between your soul 
‘and God? A good test: is there any- 
thing to which you devote more time, 
interest, and energy than to the things 
of God? 

Iconoclasm is a good word. It means 
“the destruction of idols.” A man’s 
return to God must be _ iconoclastic. 
Idols must be destroyed, not as a con- 
dition of thorough dedication but as a 
natural accompaniment of complete 
surrender to God. 

Have you recently been defeated by 
the Philistines of lust, envy, or self? 
Pious resolutions will not deliver you. 
Only the bared arm of God will suffice. 
Return to Him and expect victory. 

Do'thunder and lightriing terrify you? 
Remembér that God controls the ele- 
ments today as in the hour of Samuel’s 
victory. . 

“Ebenezer” is both a reminder and a 
challenge. It commemorates our vic- 
tories and urges us to. remember their 
source in God. Place the placard on 
your heart: “Ebenezer.” Walk with 
God and allow Him really to be your 
“tock of help.” 

Golden Text 

1 Sam. 12:23—“God forbid that I 
should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you... I will teach you 
the good and the right way.” Prayer- 


’ lessness on the believer’s part is sin, 


not only against his neighbor but also 
against God. Intercessory prayer for 
others must be .matched by worthy 
example, by edification, and if necessary 
by instruction. 

ALTADENA, CaLIrF. 


4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... Gather all Israel -.. and I will 
pray for you... .” (1 Sam. 7:5).—For 
years the nation of Israel indulged in 
idolatry. Because of this abominable 
condition, the Lord withdrew His con- 
Scious presence and withheld manifes- 
tations of His power from them. 

The people grew weary of their sub- 
jection to the Philistines, and “la- 
mented,” or, as the Septuagint renders 
it, “looked back after the Lord.” 

Samuel made it clear to them that 
if they would put away their idols, 
and forsake the groves wherein they 
worshiped and served them; and if 
they would “prepare,” or direct, their 
hearts unto the Lord and serve Him 
only, they would: be delivered from the 
Philistines. 

_When they carried out his instruc- 
tions, they were to gather themselves 


_ tion. 
. prophet, he knew that the’only right- 
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together at Mizpeh, and have him in- 
tercede for them. — 

They. were so wholehearted in the 
matter that they did some things with- 
out being told, such as drawing water 
and pouring it out before the Lord— 


symbolizing, their utter weakness. They: 


fasted and confessed their sinfulness. 
Then Samuel “judged” or instructed 
them in the will of the Lord. 

There is no doubt in my mind that if 
the nations of the world, wearying of 


‘hot and cold wars, would lament after 


the Lord, and prepare their hearts unto 
the Lord, and forsake all false gods, 
and admit their weakness, and if they 
would confess their sinfulness and look 
to the Lord as their intercessor, He 
would speedily work mighty changes 
in world conditions. 

While on a tour of the United Nations 
building recently, the statement was 
made that all phases of world problems 
were discussed here, except the spir- 
itual. “What about that?” asked one. 
“No,” said the guide, “religion must not 
be mentioned here!” So, what hope is 
there? , 

It will take the wars, famines, pes- 
tilences, earthquakes, and other terrors 
predicted for the Great Tribulation -to 
make even Israel cry out, “This is our 


God ... he will save us” (Isa. 25:9). 
“And when the children of Israel 
heard it, they were afraid .. .” (1 Sam. 


7:7). —The spectacle of a nation un- 
afmed, and at a prayer meeting, evi- 
dently appealed to’ Satan as the proper 
moment to stir up the Philistines to at- 
tack Israel. 

When Israel heard that the Philistines 


‘were coming against them, they were 


afraid. They had forgotten the promise, 
“Five of you shall chase an hundred, 
and an hundred of you shall put ten 
thousand to flight” (Lev. 26:8). 

How much fear is engendered by our 
forgetfulness of the “exceeding great 
and precious promises”! 

A mason, coming down from a roof 
by.a long ladder, found a small boy 
close by, who said, “Weren’t you afraid 
of falling when you were up so high?” 
And before the man had time to an- 
swer, the boy added, “I know why you 
were. not—you had prayed to God be- 
fore you began your work!” The boy 
gave the man credit. for believing the 
promise of God regarding his personal 
safety. After that, the man did hot 
forget to pray each morning before go- 
ing to work! 

Israel’s fear drove them to Samuel, 
who represents our Lord Jesus Christ 
—to whom we can always resort. We 
are frequently exhorted, “Fear not”; 
yet we do fear in certain circumstances. 
Thank God, He will hear us even when 
it is only our fears that drive us to 
Him. “He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession” for us! 


“And Samuel took a sucking lamb, 
and offered it...” (1 Sam. 7:9).— 
Israel had been a very idolatrous na- 
And because Samuel was a 


eous ground on which a holy God could 
save such a nation from its enemies 
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was that of sacrificial blood. So, Sam- 
uel took a lamb and offered it for a 
burnt offering. wholly .unto the Lord. 

‘There are two special thoughts in 
connection with a burnt offering. First, 
it typified the perfect devotion of the 
Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God, to the 
will of God. Next, it was a sweet savor 
offering (Lev. 1:9)—a savor of rest unto | 
the Lord. It is written of Christ that 
He “hath loved us, and hath given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour” (Eph. 
5:2). Consequently, we are “accepted 
in the beloved” (Eph. 1:6). 

Until the precious blood has cleansed 
the conscience from guilt, there can 
be no power against the spiritual ene- 
mies that assail a believer. 

A woman looking at a cross was 
heard saying devoutly, “Enough for 
God, enough for justice, enough for 
me!” Yes, Calvary is enough to satisfy 
all the claims of God against the sinner, 
enough to satisfy all the claims-of the 
Law, and enough for me to rest on for 
all eternity! 

“Ebenezer . . . Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us” (1 Sam. 7:12).—The Lord 
“thundered with a great thunder” upon 
the Philistines, discomfiting them and 
giving Israel the victory over them. 
Then Samuel set up the stone which 
he called “Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto ° 
hath the Lord helped us.” 


Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Open My Eyes That I May See” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 
“Come, Let Us to the Lord Our God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Most 
holy and merciful Father, we thank 
Thee for the privilege of pondering Thy 
Word again. Help us to attend to its 
meaning and to receive its message 
with sincere purpose to be governed in 
all things by Thee. Forgive the self- 
will and rebellion that have marred 
our lives and grieved Thy Spirit, and 
help us both to trust and to obey Thee 
henceforth. Let the giving out of Thy 
Word today in this land and other lands 
have Thy blessing and may it be sown 
in good heart soil to bring forth the 
fruit of godly and upright living. May 
revival and reform come to the people 
of our own land that we continue not 
to set Thy laws in defiance and invite 
Thy chastisements. ‘Rather may ours 
be a people who fear the Lord and 
serve Him. Bless the sick, the sad, the 
overburdened, and all fast bound by 
sin with the deliverance they need, and 
to us give charity and concern together 
with wisdom to know how to serve 
people in need. Guide and bless us 
through this new week and hear us 
for Thy Son’s sake, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Twenty years be- 
fore the Ebenezer victory, Israel had 
been completely defeated by the Phi- 


. 
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listines. On both occasions they ap- 
pealed to God for help—the first time 
by taking the ark of God into the bat- 
tle. That was an appeal to God to save 
His ark and His people, but the ark was 
captured and Israel defeated. The next 
time, however, Samuel prayed and God 
delivered Israel. Why did the appeal 
to God fail the first time and why did 
it succeed twenty years later? In that 


“raen coo Forcives HIS SIN 


time Samuel had gone about teaching 
the people that if they returned to the 
Lord with all their hearts and showed 
it by putting away their idols, God 
would save them from their foes. Under 
this teaching a revival took place. Idols 
were abandoned and Israel gathered at 
Mizpeh to fast and confess their sins. 
This alarmed the Philistines who mo- 
bilized’ to attack them; but Samuel 
prayed, God answered, and the Philis- 
tines suffered a great setback. 

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear me,” writes the 
psalmist (Psa. 66:18). While Israel’s 
heart was set on, idols, God heard not 

















Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Samuel As sudge 
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their prayers, but when they turned 
from their sin, He answered. And while 
we hold on to our sins, we cannot ex- 
pect God to hear us. But when we con- 
fess and forsake them, He is ready with 
His pardon and His help. - 
Caueary, ALTA., CAN. : 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, beginning today, we 
will be studying for the next six 
months God’s dealing with His people 


Israel, as recorded in the Old Testa- 


ment. It should be highly profitable, 
for this section of the Bible is of vital 
importance, even to the better under- 
standing of the New Testament. Let 
us at the very start ask the blessed 
Holy Spitit to be our teacher and guide 
in making the most of it. } 

We start with the first Book of Sam- 
uel, seventh chapter, where we look. at 
Samuel, himself, as he came to the 
leadership of Israel. For this he was 
well prepared by life in the Temple 
from babyhood and service there from 
boyhood, as one result of his mother’s 
consecration and prayers, and the tu- 
telage of old Eli, the priest. 

Israel needed not only a judge and a 
governor, but even more, needed spir- 
itual leadership, for they had sunk 
deep into the idolatry and sin of the 
heathen nations by which they were 
surrounded. Moreover, they were prac- 
tically under the heels of the powerful 
Philistines, who were constantly threat- 
ening them with persecutions—even ex- 
termination. Our lesson picks up the 
story at a time when the Philistines 
with a great army were advancing up- 
on them, ahd the Israelites, very poorly 
armed, were terror-stricken. Samuel 
told them to put away the strange gods, 
to repent of their sins, and confess 
them before the God of Isrdel, who 
would deliver them. They did this, 
pouring out water before the Lord and 
fasting, in token of their repentance. 
Then the Philistines came in great num- 
bers for a wholesale killing and to 
ravage their cities. Again they begged 
Samuel to plead with God for them, 
and he sacrificed a lamb upon’ the altar 
and prayed to God to defeat their ene- 
mies. Even as he prayed, the Philis- 
tine army descended upon them. But 
God heard their prayers and sent a 
terrific thunderstorm which completely 
routed the Philistines. 

Josephus, in his quaint style, tells of 
an earthquake which also contributed 
to their defeat. 

Listen to him tell it: “But things so 
fell out, that they would hardly have 
been credited though they had been 
foretold by any body. For in the first 
place, God disturbed their enemies with 
an earthquake, and moved the ground 
under them to such a degree, that He 
caused it to tremble, and made them 
to shake; insomuch that by its trem- 
bling He made some unable to keep’ 
their feet, and made them fall down; 
and by opening its chasms, He caused 
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that others should be hurried down into 


them. After which He caused such a 


noise of thunder to come among them, 
and made fiery lightnings shine sg 
terribly round about them, that it was 
ready to burn their faces; and He g9 
suddenly shook their weapons out of 
their hands, that He made them flee, 
and return home naked.” » 

And what does the lesson mean to us, 
fellows? It is this: We are all sinners 
and make sad mistakes. We even for- 
get God in our search for earthly sat- 
isfactions (which fail us). Then trouble 
comes and finds us unable to cope with 
it. God’s servant Samuel would tell us 
just what he told the Israelites, except 
in New Testament language: Repent of 
your sins, confess them to God, ask 
forgiveness for Christ’s sake, and for 
grace to forsake sin and live for Christ. 
It is the only way to victory and to 
peace. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round: Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


His Janitor Prayed.—God forbid that 
I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you (1 Sam. 12:23, Golden 
Text). In the midst of one of the 
blackest hours a preacher had ever 
lived through, the old janitor of the 
church said, with just a trace of em- 
barrassment in his manner, “Pastor, I 
just wanted you to know that every 
Sunday morning, down in the boiler 
room, I pray for you for thirty min- 
utes.” The dear old man’s, assurance 
turned the tide for the preacher. No 
one ever performs a more noble or 
effective service for a friend than when 
he prays for him. No one ever says a 
kinder word to any hard-pressed soul 
than when he says, “I have been pray- 
ing for you.”—From the Christian Ad- 
vocate. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


When Knox Pled With God.—And 
Samuel said, Gather all Israel to 
Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto 
the Lord (1 Sam. 7:5). All great re- 
formers have been men of prayer. 
Think of Baxter, Luther, and Knox; 
these were men of mighty pleading 
with God. Knox alone grasped Scot- 
land in his strong arms of faith; his 
prayers terrified tyrants. When the 
Polish court and aristocracy of Scotland 
were arming themselves to suppress the 
Reformation and the cause of Chris- 
tianity was in peril, late one night 
John Knox was seen to pass out of his 
house around into an enclosure in the ' 
rear of it. He was followed by a friend, 
when, after a few moments of silence, 
his voice was heard in ‘prayer. In an- 
other moment the accents deepened into 
intelligible words, and the earnest pe- 
tition from his struggling soul went up 





to Heaven. “O Lord, give me Scotland, 
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or I die!” Then a pause of hushed 
stillness. Then again the petition broke 


forth, “O Lord, give me Scotland, or I 


die!” Once more all was voiceless and 
noiseless when, with a yet intenser 
pathos, the thrice repeated intercession 
struggled forth, “O Lord, give me Scot- 
land, or I die!” And the Lord gave 
him Scotland—a land of noble loyalty 
to Christ and His crown. We need 
more prayers of faith in our own be- 
loved country. If there is so much 
power in prayer, why are not all of 
God’s people praying continually? No 
father or mother who has careless or 
wicked children should ever let a day 
pass without taking them to the Lord 
in earnest prayer, that He may, by 
the power of His Spirit, draw them un- 
to Himself—From Earnest Worker. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Confirming an Oath.—And they drew 
water, and poured it out before the 
Lord (1 Sam. 7:6). In India, pouring 
water on the ground is a very ancient 
way of confirming an oath. ‘In this 
way they probably made a vow to the 
Lord to follow the advice of Samuel 
and put away forever “strange gods” 
from them. As though they should 
say, “Our words have gone forth and 
cannot be recalled.”—From the Biblical 
Museum. Sent by the Rev. Guru Man- 
ickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Sin Closes the Mouth—We have 
sinned against the Lord. . . . Cry unto 
the Lord our God for us (1 Sam. 7:6, 8). 
A little girl had committed a certain 
offense. Her mother found out about 
it and began to question the child. 
Immediately a cloud chased the sun- 
shine from the little offender’s face. 
With perfect sincerity she said, “Mother, 
I don’t feel like talking.” Nor do we 
feel like talking with God when our 
lives are out of line with His will— 
From Christian Observer. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Why He Believed in His Prayers.— 
And the children of Israel said to Sam- 
uel, Cease not to cry unto the Lord our 
God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines (1 Sam. 7: 
8). A poor man called at a certain mis- 
Sion and asked to see the superin- 
tendent. The assistant explained that 
the gentleman was out and wouldn’t 
be back for two hours, and added, 
“Perhaps I.can help you. You say 
you want someone to pray with you. 
I will, if you like.” “No,” said the man. 


‘Tll wait for Alex.” “Oh, do you 
know Mr. —— so well?” asked the sur- 
prised assistant. “Yes, I used to know 


him very well,” was the reply. “Him 
and I worked together for several years 
at —— Factory. He was the foreman. 
I've been a drunken fellow- for years. 
Alex was a grand Christian, and a true 
friend to me. I’ve not seen him for a 
long time, but I’m fed up with my bad 
life, and I know only God can help me, 
and I want Alex to pray with me. 
You see, I know him, and know he 
lives the life. That’s why I’ll wait for 
him.”—As told by the assistant. Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. ¢ 
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Hearing and Obeying.—And Samuel 
judged Israel all the days of his life 
(1 Sam. 7:15). 
Hushed was the evening hymn, 

The temple courts were dark; 
The lamp was burning dim 

Before the sacred ark; 


When suddenly a voice divine 
Rang through the silence of the shrine. 


O give me Samuel’s ear, 

The open ear, O Lord, 
Alive and quick to hear 

Each whisper of Thy. Word, 
Like him to answer at Thy call, 
And to obey Thee first of all! 


O give me Samuel’s heart, 
lowly heart, that waits 
Where in Thy house Thou art, 
Or watches at oo genes 
By day and nig a heart that still 
Moves at the Couting cj Thy will. 
—James D. Burns 
—Sent by Paul R. Metzler, Springville, 


Ala. 


Churchill’s Prayer Answered.—Sam- 
uel cried unto the Lord . . . and the 
Lord heard him (1 Sam 7:9). Ata 
meeting in London, Winston Churchill 
gave the story of his escape from a 
South African military prison in Pre- 
toria. Churchill told how, after wan- 
dering in the region round Pretoria 
for two or three days, and feeling at 
the end of his tether, he made up his 
mind to present himself at the door of 
one of the houses’ whose lights were 
twinkling in the valley below. Al- 
though a price had been set’ upon his 
head, he thought there was a chance of 
some friendly soul in the heart of that 
enemy country, and he prayed ear- 
nestly that he might be guided to the 
right house. Then he went up to the 
door of one of the houses and knocked. 
A man opened the door and asked him 
what he _ wanted. “I am Winston 
Churchill,” he replied. “Come in,” said 
a friendly voice. “This is the only 
house for miles in which you would be 
safe."—From “Down the Stream of 
Life,” by Bernard M. Allen. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. , 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OMEONE who attends our Sunday 
school said to me: “I get good from 
the New Testament, but I never read 
the Old. It tells about people who 
lived so long ago I am not interested 
in them, and their lives never seem to 
have. any message for me.” This quar- 
ter our lessons will be in the Old Testa- 
ment, but all the people we will read 
about are living now, either in Heaven 
or in hell. Some day, we who are saved 
will see and talk with those in Heaven! 
Because God has given us the Old 
Testament we should know something 
about them when we meet them in 
Heaven. He gave us the Old Testament 
“for our learning” (Rom. 15:4). _. We 
are meant to get a lesson from every 
part of the Bible. 
How can our class help this person 
who gets nothing from the Old Testa- 
ment? Do you think the stories’ would 


be more real to her if we wrote some of 
them as if they were news items for a 
These could be read in the 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 


weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? P Bh help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 





The Apostle Paul writes, 
“in everything give thanks.” 


Have you ever wished that you could 
show your appreciation to God for His 
blessings by helping others and still pro- 
vide some financial security for yourself? 


A SALVATION ARMY 
GIFT ANNUITY — 
AGREEMENT 


will do this for you. 


For a gift of $100 up you will receive 
a dependable fixed income for life (up 
to 7.4% depending upon your age). 

After your lifetime, or that of your 
designated survivor, the balance of your 
gift is used to support the program for 
others as conducted by, The Salvatior 
Army. 

Many other advantages inchidtile the 
income-tax savings are described in 


booklet SST91.Why not mail the coupon 
— No obligation. 


oa ewww eeane LSA LE OTT 


THE SALVATION ARMY } 
{ 120 West 14th Street, New York 11, N. Y. 


! Gentlemen: 
Kindly send me Annuity Booklet SST91 
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BEREAN BIBLE SCHOOL 
1020 S. Hall Street Allentown, Pa. 
Jansen E. Hartman, President 
EVANGELICAL PREMILLENNIAL 


Offering three-year courses in Theology, Mis- 
sions, and Christian Education. 
Further information given on request 














TO THE NEW BABY’S MOTHER 


Attractive greeting booklet with an appealing message cen- 
tered on.the new baby. Have a real ministry sending this 
booklet to new mothers in your local hospital. Brings the 
Gospel plainly. With mailing envelope, 10c 
At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 


146 Second Ave. S. Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 





CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission I.F.M.A. 
Pray for our Radio and 
Literature Work 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale. - - Wheaton, Illinois 












CHRISTIANS: “Let your light shine’’ by sending beau- 
tiful Scripture Everyday Greeting cards—Complete 
line; also Notes, Stationery. Catalog sent. Useful 
ifts to missionaries—Rest Homes. Prov. 17:17—“A 
riend loveth at all times.’ 
THE PURPLE’ PANSY 
P. O. Box 115, Port Jefferson, L.I., N.Y. 
“A handicapped Shut-in”’ 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES : 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA.-CH/CO, CAL. “UD 





opening exercises. I see you have an 
idea, Cheryl. (Couldn’t we publish a 
paper for our Sunday school? I have 
a typewriter and am learning to type.) 
What do the rest of you think? (Let’s 
do it.) Good. But:we must pray about 
what we write or it will not accomplish 
anything for God. , 

Let us have volunteers who will write 
something for next Sunday. I will give 
you each a slip of paper that tells one 
event from today’s lesson, the Scripture 
you need to study, and the town from 
which you will “report” it. (1) Birth 
of Samuel, 1 Samuel 1, reporting from 
Ramah; (2) Samuel Called To Be God’s 
Prophet, 1 Samuel 3, reporting from 
Shiloh; (3) Bad News From the Battle 
Front, 1 Samuel 4, reporting from 
Shiloh; (4) Return of the Ark, 1 Samuel 
5:1 to 7:2, reporting from Kirjath- 
jearim; (5) Victory Over the Philistines, 
1 Samuel 7, reporting from Mizpeh. 
Try to find a lesson for us in each of 
these events. 

First Samuel starts with the story of 
Hannah, a godly woman living in 
Ramah, who was unhappy because she 
had no child. When she went with her 
husband Elkanah to Shiloh to worship 
in thé Tabernacle, she prayed for a son, 
promising to give him to the Lord’s 
service all his life. Eli, the priest, asked 
the Lord to grant Hann&h’s petition, so 
she returned home happy believing that 
God would ‘do this. When the baby 
came, he was named Samuel, which 
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means “asked of God.” He did serve 
God from early childhood until his 
death, 


While Samuel was still very young,’ 


Hannah took him to Shiloh and left 
him there to help Eli in the Tabernacle 
service. Although Eli’s sons were 
wicked, Samuel remained good and 
true. One night, when he was perhaps 
twelve years old, the Lord called him. 
When Samuel answered, God told him 
of the judgment that would come upon 
Eli’s wicked sons. This: was the Lord’s 
first message direct to Samuel. . 

Read 1 Samuel 3:19-21. Now all Is- 
rael knew that Samuel was the prophet 
of the Lord. The next thing we read 
of is a battle between the Israelites and 
the Philistines. The elders of Israel 
said, “Let us bring the ark of God out 
here to the battle front. .That should 
bring us luck.” But it did not. 

There is no power in things, even 
sacred things. Power must come from 
God, and they could not have His de- 
liverance until they turned away from 
their idols. The Philistines won the 
battle, killing many Israelites, includ- 
ing Eli’s two sons. They captured the 
ark of God and carried it off to one of 
their heathen temples. Next morning 
they found their idol, Dagon, down on 
his face before the ark. The Philistines 
replaced their image, buf the next 
morning they found it again on the 
floor with: both hands and head broken 
off. They tried keeping the ark in diff- 
erent cities, but everywhere it went 
disease and financial loss followed. 

Finally they sent it back to Israel in 
a cart pulled by two milk cows, without 
any human driver. The cows took the 
road straight back to Israel, to the city 
of Bethshemesh. People there who 
looked into the ark of God died, so it 


was taken to Kirjath-jearim, where it - 


remained for twenty years. 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 226) 


1. That of prophet, priest, and judge. 

2. The Philistines slew thousands of 
Hebrew soldiers and the sons of Eli the 
priest, and captured the ark of the 
covenant. 

3. Samuel commanded them to put 
away their gods (cf. 1.Sam. 7:3). ¢ 

4. The supreme male and female dei- 
ties of the Canaanites and Phoenicians. 

5. Idols must be eliminated; the re- 
turn to God must be total ‘(with all the 
heart) ; prayer must be central. 

6. Outpoured water (of contrition); 
fasting and confession (cf. 1 Sam. 7:6). 

7. Thunder, accompanied probably 
by pelting rain. 

8. “Rock of help.” 

9. The Philistines’ power deterio- 
rated thereafter, and even Canaanitish 
Amorites dwelt. at peace with Israel 
(cf. 1 Sam. 7:13, 14). 

10. All the remaining days of his life, 
about twenty years (cf. 1 Sam. 7:15). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Eli had died when he heard that the 
ark was taken, so Samuel was now the 
leader of Israel. 
to put away their idols and serve the 
Lord only. When they did, he called 
them together to Mizpeh. We will read 
what happened there from 1 Samuel 
7:5-16. What victory God -gave Israel] 
when they turned to Him with all their 
hearts! And, humanly speaking, this 
revival was owing to the prayers and 
work of the Prophet Samuel, one of the 
greatest Old Testament characters. 





Due to lack of space we will have to disconé 
tinue suggestions on teaching Primary reading 
for the present, but girls interested in keeping 
a little pupil can help him read the questions 
on the card, “Sin” (2c each, 20c¢ a doz.), 
teach him the/answers, and read or tell him 
the stories found in “The Wrong Road’’ (50c), 

This quarter we will review the card, ‘‘Sin,” 
and also use Emmy Lou Murphy’s set of 16 
purple ‘silhouettes, ‘‘The Kings of Israel and 
Judah’ (75c), companion set to her ‘“Land- 
marks of Genesis and Exodus” (also 75c). 
Order from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Samuel, the Judge 
(1 Sam. $:19-21; 7:15-17) 

WOMAN is crying as she prays at 

God’s house for a baby boy. A 
white-haired priest, sitting there, sees 
her lips moving. and thinks she is drunk. 
Who is the woman? Who is the priest? 
(1 Sam. 1:13.) 

A little boy lives at God’s house. He 
comes when he is called. He obeys 
when he is told to do something. He 
helps with the work at God’s house. 
Two big boys live at God’s house, too. 
They disobey their father. They break 
God’s rules. They act so bad that peo- 
ple do not want to come to God’s house 
to worship. But their father does not 
punish them. Who is the little boy? 
Who are the big boys? (2:18, 12, 34) 

It is late at night. The little boy is 
asleep. He hears someone call, “Sam- 
uel!” He jumps out of bed and runs to 
the old priest’s bedside. Who is calling 
the boy? What does He want him to 
do? Does he do it? (3:4, 12-14, 18.) 

Here on the blackboard is a_ verse 
with no name in it. (Write 1 Sam. 2: 
26, Memory Verse, leaving a space in 
place of Samuel’s name.) Whose name 
belongs here? Look in the Bible and 
be sure you are right. Tom may write 
the name in the blank. Why do you 
think Samuel was in favor with the 
Lord? with men? Remember our Mem- 
ory Verse, Provérbs 20:11? Could we 
put the names of the priest’s sons in 


here? (Write their names above Sam- 
uel’s.) Why not? (Cross out their 
names.) Could we put your name in 


here, or would we have to cross that 
out? (Hand each child a copy of the 
verse with his name in place of Sam- 
uel’s.) Are you growing? Do you 
think the Lord is pleased with you? 
Do people like you? Think this out 
for yourself: Are you like Samuel or 
more like Eli’s sons? You have a new 
week ahead of you. Can you make this 


verse come true for you this week? 









He urged the people . 
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‘Can you find Samuel’s home on a 
map? (1 Sam. 1:1 and 7:17.) Can you 
| find ‘where he lived at God’s house? 

(1:24.) This “house” was the Taber- 
nacle. Do you know about the golden 
ark of God in it? the seven lamps? the 
brass altar in front for sacrifices? 

Did God ever speak to Samuel again? 
Let us read Y Samuel 3:19-21 and see. 
Way up north and way down south, 
people heard about Samuel. Can you 
find Dan and Beer-sheba on a map? 
All the people knew he. spoke God’s 
messages truly. What he told about Eli 
and his sons Game true. What does it 
mean to call Samuel a prophet of the 
Lord? 

People trusted Samuel so miteh that 
he was also a judge, not just a man to 
settle disputes, but to rule the people 
and decide what to do. As we read 
7:15-17, find on the map the places 
where he went every year to act as 
judge. 

What is that verse that tells about 
Samuel as a boy? (Repeat the Memory 
Verse.) Did he grow up to be the same 
kind of man that he was as a boy? 
Being a prophet proves he was—what? 
—when he grew up. “In favour... 
with the Lord.” Being a judge proves 
he was—what?—when he grew up. “In 
favour ... also with men.” Eli’s sons 
were bad boys. They grew up to be 
bad men, and father and sons were 
punished by God. Even Samuel’s own 
sons were not honest when they grew 
up. That brought trouble to them and 
their father. We shall see about that 
next time. 

But for this week, you be thinking 
about what your way of behaving will 
Make you be when you grow up! 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OULDN’T it be fun to have your 

very own pony? Gerald had one 
when he was just your size. Imagine 
that! Because Gerald lived on a farm, 
he knew how to care for his pony. He 
brushed it and kept it clean and fed it 
and rode it exactly right. Gerald loved 
his pony, you may be sure. But as 
much as he loved his pony, there was 
Something he loved even more. Let me 
tell you about it. 

Gerald had believed on and received 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
He loved Him with all his heart. So 
much did he love his Saviour that he 
wanted everyone else to know about 
Him. That is why, when the school- 
teacher looked out on the playground 
during recess, she saw Gerald talking 
earnestly to a schoolmate. When she 
Saw that Gerald had his open Bible, 
she knew that he was talking about the 
Saviour. Time and time again this 
happened. Everyone in that school 
knew that Gerald loved the Lord Jesus. 










Now Gerald is a grownup. But do 
you know what he spends his time do- 
mg? He goes from place to place tell- 
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ing men and women and boys and girls 
about the Saviour. This is the thing he 
loves to do. And God is using Gerald 
very wonderfully. Do you know why? 
Because God knows that Gerald wanted 
to serve Him and did serve Him as best 
he could when he was little. . 

In the very long ago, long before the 
Lord Jesus was on earth, there lived 
another boy who served God as best 
he could. His name was Samuel. He 
worshiped God. He loved God. God 
talked with him. Then one day, when 
Samuel was grown, God needed a man 
for a hard piece of work. Because He 
knew that He could depend on Samuel, 
He used him. 

God’s people, were not loving Him as 
they ought. Unfortunately, the men 
(the priest’s sons), who should have 
been good examples to the people, were 
doing wicked things (1 Sam. 2:22-25). 
When men and women and boys and 
girls say that they love God (as these 
people said) but do not show by their 
lives that they truly love Him, God is 
very displeased. The Philistines, ene- 
mies of God’s ‘people, went to war 
against God’s people. Instead of turn- 
ing at once to God and confessing that 
they were sinners, and asking His for- 
giveness, God’s people did a dreadful 
thing. They took the most important 
piece of furniture (the ark of the cov- 
enant) out of God’s house—the place 
where God wanted it to be always. 
They brought that furniture to the bat- 
tlefield. They were trusting in that 
rather than in the Lord God Himself. 
Imagine that! 

That day God allowed the enemies of 
His people to capture the holy piece of 
furniture. The very thing in which 
His people had trusted was gone. What 
a sorry day that was! And God’s péople 
were really defeated by their enemies. 

Long, long years later, the people of 
God wanted to return again to Him. 
They realized that they were not happy 
worshiping false, make-believe gods. 
Then it was that God used His servant, 
Samuel. Samuel had been a boy of 
prayer. Now he was a man of prayer. 
He had served God as a boy. Now, as 
a man, he was ready and able to serve 
God. God had prepared Samuel to be 
the leader of His people. So when 
Samuel called the people together to 
pray, the people listened and obeyed. 
They were sorry for their sin of wor- 
shiping make-believe gods. They got 
rid of them at once. They asked God’s 
forgiveness. They worshiped the true 
and living God of Heaven—and wor- 
shiped Him alone. How had all of this 
come about? Because one man who, 
had been faithful to God as a boy had 
dared to serve the Lord and to speak 
for Hirn. > 

Samuel served as a leader for God’s 
people all through his life. He went up 
and down the whole land, the Bible 
tells us, preaching and guiding the peo- 
ple of God. But Samuel could never 
have become the great man that he did, 
had it not been that he had served 
God faithfully as a boy. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 5 


I. He Is My Christ 
(Rom. 10:9) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OUR ‘topics, beginning with this 
week’s, are to “deal with essential 
elements of any personal religion.” 
Confession of Christ; Christ, My Life; 
My Bible; and My Church are the 
themes emphasized in these four topics. 
ye 
There is a very real sense in which 
confession of Christ, while first in order 
in the four elements named above, is 
not really first in one’s experience of 
coming into the Christian faith, as the 
verses that follow the chosen verse for 
this week’s topic: show. If you will 
read on in Romans 10, especially verses 
13 to 17, it should be evident that there 
must first be a proclamation of the 
Gospel, then a hearing of it, then faith 
or belief in it, and then confession of 
‘ that faith. Obviously, it is impossible 
to confess Christ until one has believed 
on Him; and one cannot believe on Him 
until he has heard about Him, either 
from the Bible itself, the preached or 
taught word, or the testimony of a be- 
liever. To try to change this order 
only produces confusion. 
, 4 
There is one outstanding example of 
confession of Christ without which a 
discussion of this topic will be incom- 
plete. It is found in Matthew 16:13. 
Christ had for a time been teaching His 
disciples and preaching to the people. 
He then turned to His twelve disciples 
and asked, “Whom do. men say that I 
the Son of man am?” (Matt. 16:13.) 
They gave several answers showing that 
some of the people thought that He 
was John the Baptist, raised from the 
dead; some thought Him to be a rein- 
carnation of Elijah; some thought Him 
to be a returned Jeremiah or some 
other one of the prophets. Then, bring- 
ing the question closer home, the Lord 
asked, “But whom say ye that I am?” 
(v. 15.) 


$8 


Peter spoke up, as he frequently did, 
and by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit (v. 17) said, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Perhaps 
Peter and the other disciples did not 
fully understand at that moment all 
the implication of that confession, but 
it was a step without which Peter and 
the others could not have gone on to 
Pentecost and to lives of service in the 
early Church. 


4 
Belief on the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
unique Son of God, and in His substi- 
tutionary atonement for our sins,» is 
absolutely essential today, as always, 
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for experiencing the new birth and for 
entering into the family of God (John 
1:12, 13). Without such a belief no one 
can hope to be saved, or to serve God 
acceptably, or to witness for Him. 
Linked inseparably with such a beliet 
is the open confession of Christ before 
men. “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation” (Rom. 
10:9, 10). The Lord Jesus Himself 
‘said concerning confession, “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess before my Father 
which is.in heaven. But whosoever shall 
(Continued on page 218) 


bd 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 30 to April 5 


Mon., Mar. 30.—1 Sam. 3:1-14. 
God Speaks to Samuel. 


PraYER SuccEstions: “Speak, Lord; for 
thy servant heareth.” In early times 
God spoke to people by His prophets. 
Now He speaks only through His Son, 
His final voice to the world in this age. 
If we speak not according to His word, 
it is because there is no light in us. 
Samuel, the last judge in Israel, called 
of God to be His prophet in a time of 
great spiritual declension, was the first 
of the writing prophets. The ministry 
of Samuel from childhood to old age 
was unblemished. God is still looking 
for servants who will say, “Speak, Lord; 
for thy servant heareth.” Pray for 
Spirit-filled ministers in your commu- 
nity. ; 


Tues., Mar. 31.—1 Sam. 3:15-21. 
Eli Hears God’s Message. 


PRAYER SucGcestions: “And Samuel 
feared to shew Eli the vision. Then 
Eli called Samuel, and said . .. What is 
the thing that the Lord hath said unto 
thee?” God selected a tender voice 
that Eli was willing to listen to as He 
delivered His divine message through a 
child. “A soft tongue breaketh the 
bone” (Prov. 25:15). Gentleness ac- 
complished more for God than voices 
of thunder. Pray for more humility 
and effectiveness in your service for 
Christ. 


Wed., Apr. 1—1 Sam. 4:1-11. 
Israel’s Defeat. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “The Philistines 
fought, and Israel was smitten, and 
... there fell of Israel thirty thousand 
footmen. And the ark of God was 
taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were slain.” That crush- 








Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 


for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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ing defeat was due to God’s withdrawal] 
of blessing because of sinners in the 
high offices of the priesthood. The sing 
of religious leaders can call down 
tokens of God’s displeasure. The re. 
vivals in Scripture show that a work of 
the Spirit can be expected only when 
God’s servants minister before Him and 
are clean from defilemen?. Pray for a 
great work of the Spirit among us who 
minister for Christ. 


Thurs., Apr. 2.—1 Sam. 5:1-8. 
The Ark and the Idol, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: ® “Dagon . was 
fallen upon his face to the earth before 
the ark of the Lord.” The fish god of 
the Phflistines fell and broke before 
the ark of God. God’s ark was a curse 
to Philistines. It once had been a bless- 
ing to Israel. “The gods that have not 
made the heavens and the earth, even 
they shall perish from the earth, and 
from under these heavens” (Jer. 10:11), 
If we please God more, many more 
would be pressing into the Kingdom of 
God. Pray for a greater response to 
the will of God in your behavior and 
service. 


Fri., Apr. 3.—1 Sam. 17:1-6. 
Samuel Prays for Israel, 
PraYER SuccestTions: “Gather all Is- 
rael to Mizpeh, and I will pray for 
you .. .” Mizpeh was a favorite meet- 
ing place where Israel gathered unto 
the Lord (see Judges 10:17; 11:11; 20; 
21:8; 1 Sam. 7:16). At Mizpeh was 
Jacob’s celebrated heap (Gen. 31:46- 
49): Samuel offered to the God of 
Jacob his prayer for the sinning nation. 
Do you get answers to your prayers?’ 
Pray and believe that God will answer! 


Sat., Apr. 4.—1 Sam. 7:7-14. 
Philistines Driven Back. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ebenezer.” God's 
answers to prayer are all wonder- 
ful. “He only doeth wondrous things.” 
Count yourself successful only when 
you get answers to your prayers. If 


God hears you, you may depend upon 


it that He will be with you in your 
work. It is a great thing to know God 
George Mueller was once heard to- say, 
“I’m glad I know God!” Here lies the 
secret of his great usefulness. Pray 
that you may know God’s favor. : 


Sun., Apr. 5.—1 Sam. 12:1-5. 
Samuel’s Good Leadership. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord is wit- 
ness against you, and his anointed & 


witness this day, that ye have not found — 
ought in my hand. And they answered, 


He is witness.” A good life and a good 
name are the best recommendation @ 
Christian can have in any situation i 
life. “A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches” (Prov. 2271). 
The most useful servants of God could 
call upon God and men as witnesses t0 
their righteous behavior. Paul’s words 
to different churches about his godly 
principles and practices should be 
studied by every Christian worker 
(Acts 20:26-35). Take heed to your 
deeds, and your words will have won- 
derful fruit, Pray for uprightness of 
life before God and men. ; 











oe 





